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The Cancer Community partnership, led by the NHS Suffolk and North East Essex 
Integrated Care Board (ICB) Cancer transformation programme in partnership with 
community partners Suffolk Community Foundation and Essex Community Foundation, 
aims to improve access to cancer screening opportunities, and increase knowledge and 
awareness of early cancer symptoms. Across the system there are multiple barriers to 
accessing screening and primary care services that would enable an early cancer diagnosis. 
Examples are lack of awareness, cultural or personal beliefs, stigma, and engagement 
with the health care system. A diverse geography, population, and complex health 
determinants, require the support of community organisations, charities and voluntary 
sectors local knowledge and expertise to support achieving early cancer diagnosis. 

The SNEE cancer community partnership welcomes applications for community cancer 
initiatives that specifically promote earlier cancer diagnosis, knowing the signs and 
symptoms of cancer, increasing uptake in cancer screening programmes in underserved 
communities and personal health budgets for those living with cancer. The funding has 
resulted in initiatives that have supported the student population, African, Caribbean, 
Romanian, Bangladeshi and Polish communities with bespoke sessions and events 
tailored to those communities’ cultures and understanding. It has supported initiatives 
for those living in deprivation and rural areas and funded a range of charities to 
continue their vital work in supporting families affected my cancer. Including some of 
the most marginalised communities including the trans and non-binary community and 
those impacted by learning difficulties and autism. 


