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Teri Gavin-Jones has given unwavering commitment to partnership working and her
remarkable impact in tackling maternity inequalities in collaboration with African
Families in the UK (AFIUK). She has been supportive, shared her networks, and amplified
partner voices at national and regional levels, and in doing this has brought real
transformative change to the community. She treats the VCFSE sector as a true equal
partner, not only respecting lived experience and community knowledge, but actively
builds bridges between voluntary and statutory services.

Through co-production, she helped develop the powerful groundbreaking films “It is
Okay to Ask”, now a respected teaching tool. She has created opportunities for AFIUK
to present on national platforms, including the prestigious National Maternity Safety
Conference alongside Donna Ockenden, and played a major role in organising their
Women's Health Conference in Colchester, which welcomed over 100 participants and
more than 27 stallholders. She has supported the training of Community Ambassadors
to deliver antenatal classes, connected AFIUK with midwives, breastfeeding
professionals, and health visitors who now provide direct support to mothers and babies
at their centre. Her efforts brought the Be Well Bus to our community, increasing access
to vital health services. Her partnership has significantly reduced maternity inequalities
for African and ethnic minority women in our community, helped build trust between
the community and health professionals, increased access to services, and empowered
local women with knowledge and support.




