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This partnership between Suffolk County Council (SCC) and Suffolk Community 
Foundation (SCF) has delivered meaningful, community-based support, which focuses 
on early identification, accessible information, carer recognition, responsive systems, 
and improved health and wellbeing outcomes in supporting unpaid adult carers of 
adults through the Suffolk Carers Fund. The SCC and SCF have co-designed and 
delivered a targeted grant programme supporting carers, particularly through small, 
often overlooked VCFSE organisations. The partnership between SCF and SCC is built 
on co-production, responsiveness, and shared purpose, ensuring underrepresented 
voices are actively engaged and listened to, and that funding reaches even the smallest 
organisations. This approach has transformed the way support for carers is delivered, 
fostering resilience in individuals and across communities nurturing relationships, 
promoting equity, and building the confidence of community groups to engage with 
wider health and care systems.

Since 2018, the Suffolk Carers Fund has awarded over £1.3 million to 43 organisations, 
positively affecting nearly 8,000 unpaid carers. Carers report improved wellbeing, mental 
health, and greater confidence in managing their responsibilities. Many now have 
access to support networks and vital services they were previously unaware of. Funded 
organisations have expanded their outreach, built stronger partnerships, and grown in 
confidence - helping to sustain their work and reach more carers, particularly in rural 
and under-served areas.


